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The Bible or Koran
I Just a few words about the two books we compare.

A. The Bible:  There are two words that used interchangeable to describe the Bible and they are:
1. Inerrant and infallibility:  This is the view that biblical facts demonstrate that the Bible in its original autographs and correctly interpreted is entirely true and never false in all it affirms, whether that relates to doctrine or ethics or to the social, physical, or life science.

2. Erickson simply says that full inerrancy holds that the Bible is completely true.

B. The Koran:  This book, along with the Hadith
 is the alleged authority of Islam. According to authors of, Who is this Jesus, the Koran, like the Bible, is a book is often misinterpreted.
  Muslims are known as “people of the book.” According to Islam, Allah has revealed himself through four sacred writings:
1. The Torah (The book of Moses in the Bible)

2. The Zubur (The Psalms of David)

3. The Injil (the gospel of Jesus Christ)

4. The Koran (the revelation that Muhammad recited to his transcribers)

5. Because the Koran was the final message of Allah to his people, it supersedes all previous revelations.

II The Reliability of these two books.

A. The claims of the Bible have convinced me that the Bible is reliable.  

1. 2 Tim 3:16-17:  16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. NKJV.

2.   2 Peter 1:20-21:  20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,   21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. NKJV

B. John Ankerberg and John Weldon tackle the question, Are the Muslim scriptures reliable.
  
1. According to these authors, there are numerous errors in the Koran. The note that Muhammad is nowhere found in the Bible, but the Koran claims that Muhammad himself is described in the Torah and the Gospel.”  

2. The Koran also teaches that Abraham was a Muslim.

3. According to our authors, the Koran in its description of man, the Fall, Moses and the burning bush, Noah and the ark, Joseph going into Egypt, or the life of Zechariah, John the Baptist, Mary and Jesus, or other biblical characters, often contradicts the biblical teaching.

4. There is also the claim historical facts confirm that the Koran has experienced significant corruption and they suggest that the earliest copies contradicted one another.

II A Snapshot of what Each Believes According to the Holy Scriptures

A. What Muslims Believe

1. There is only one trustworthy Scripture, the Koran.  They accept that Musa (Moses) was given the Taurat (Torah), Dawud (David) was given the Zabur (Psalms) and Isa (Jesus) was given the Injil (Gospel).  However, Muslims are taught these are corrupted.  Therefore, Allah appointed Muhammad to receive the Koran in order to correct this corruption.

2. So how did the Muslim get the Koran?  In 610, Allah sent Gabriel to Muhammad in Mecca, Saudi Arabia.  Over the next 22 years, Gabriel revealed suras (chapters) to Muhammad with the command to recite it to others.  Shortly after Muhammad’s death in 632, his followers gathered the suras into the Koran.  When it was put in written form, all other variant texts were burned.

3. The Koran Today.  The Koran is considered divine in its original Arabic form, and Muslims memorize and recite it only in this pure language.

B. What Christians Believe.

1. How Christians got the Bible.  Followers of Jesus believe the Bible is the authoritative, inspired word of God, composed of 66 different books (39 – OT, 27 – NT).  

2. Regarding inspiration, the Christian view is that God breathed His word through many people.  

C. Can we settle the differences between the Koran and the Bible?
1. Take note that the Muslims feel sorry that Christians follow a corrupted book as most Muslims avoid the Bible.

2. Also, note, that there is not evidence to support that Muhammad questioned the accuracy of the Bible.  Actually, the belief that the Bible was corrupted came centuries after the time of Muhammad, and it came because Muslim scholars realized contradictions between the Koran and the Bible.

3. Also, note the Koran points to the Bible as truth over 120 times.  The Bible has been well preserved and the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirms the reliability of the Bible.

III Some basic Doctrines of the Koran and the Bible:  The following is a brief overview of various differences between the two.

A. On the Godhead

1. Islam teaches that Christianity believe in three Gods, Father, Mother and Son (Sura 5:116, 73-75).

2. The Christian Scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of three persons, The Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
  
B. On the Deity of Christ

1. Islam rejects the divinity of Jesus Christ.
  

2. Christianity teaches that Jesus was more than a prophet.  He is God.  Jesus claims to be God, accepts worship and forgives sin.

C. On Salvation

1. Islam rejects the doctrine of original sin.  Salvation only comes through Allah.  Only those who obey Allah and Mohammed his prophet can enter into heaven.

2. The Bible teaches that salvation comes only through Jesus Christ.

D. On Eternal Judgment
1. Islam teaches that those who kill or are killed by unbelievers will return to the garden of Paradise (Koran 9.111).

2. Christianity teaches that those who have believed the Lord Jesus Christ and have submitted their lives to His Lordship will enjoy eternal bliss.

E. On Creation

1. Islam teaches that the Genesis account cannot be taken literally and that the earth is billions of years old and the universe was produced by a “big bang” (Koran 41:11) produced by a kind of gas (Koran 21:30; 24:45).
2. Christianity teaches the earth is a few thousand years old and God created the earth in six days and rested on the seventh (Gen 1:1 – 2:2).

F. On the Word of God

1. Islam teaches that the 5 tenets to which Muslims must adhere is a belief in the 4 inspired books – the Torah (5 books of Moses), Zabur (the Psalms), Injil (the gospel), and Koran.  The Christian Scriptures are incomplete without the Koran.

2. Adding to God’s Word  (The Bible) has serious consequences.

G. On Murder, Violence, War & Oppression

1. Islam in the Koran instructs not to make friendship with Jews and Christians (Koran 5:51) but to war against them and to kill the disbelievers wherever found (Koran 2:191).

2. Christianity forbids murder.  This was a part of the Ten Commandments and it was reiterated by both Jesus (Mt 5:21) and the Apostle Paul (Romans 13:9). 

H. On Treatment of Women

1. Islam teaches that men have authority over women (Koran 2:228).

2. Christianity teaches there is neither male nor female in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28).

I. On Morals

1. Islam teaches that Muhammad, who himself had 11 wives, allowed marriage of up to four wives (Koran 33:51).  Islam allows sexual intercourse with one’s slave maids and as many ‘captive women as one desires (Koran 4:3), even if those woman are married.  Interesting is that part of the Koran states that fortification and adultery are sin (Koran 17:32).  Drunkenness and gambling are also prohibited (Koran 5:90, 91).

2. Christianity teaches adultery and fornication are forbidden (Gen 20:9, Ex 20:14), and sexual immorality is exceedingly “evil” and “wicked” (Gen 39:9).
.  The Bible also teaches against gambling and drunkenness.

J. On Prayer, Fasting & Worship

1. Islam teaches that Muslims must recite prayers in praise of Allah five times daily while facing Mecca, the city where Allah revealed the Koran to Muhammad.  Prayer is offered at prescribed hours and in a definite pattern of word and posture (Koran 2:150).  Fasting is required of every Muslim for one month per year, which includes complete abstinence, during daylight hours, from all food, drink, tobacco and sexual intercourse.

2. Christianity presents prayer, fasting and worship as arising out of the heart. We find in the Bible where Christians are instructed (a) to pray without ceasing
 and (b) that fasting is to be done in a manner of humility and secrecy.
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